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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 7/13/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Ogino does not teach the claimed invention. It is 
argued that a check is first performed to determine if a RAM is present, then the CCI 
bits are evaluated, but the independent claims recite, "if the RAM is present and the CCI 
bits are present, then..." and "if the RAM is present but the CCI bits are not, then...." It 
is not specified that the applicant is using a two-step process. Therefore, Ogino 
discloses the previous limitations of independent claims 1, 11, 17, and 23. 

2. The objection of claims 18, 19, and 25-28 has been withdrawn due to newly 
found prior art. 

3. The objection of the drawings has been withdrawn due to submission of 
amended drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

6. Claims 17-19, 23, and 25, 29-37 are rejected under 35 U£.C. 103(a) as,beino ,i j 

unpatentable^)ver V\p p iifiant'c Adm i tt o J P i i ui Al t, Oyinu (UG r^l. N u. f 0,433,04G). M 
A 

7. Consider claim 17. As admitted by applicant in the specification (pgs. 4-5), Ogino 
teaches a method for processing an analog video signal that represents a work for 
which rights information is asserted, the signal including a rights assertion mark (RAM) 
in the video portion of the signal within the visible picture such that capture of the picture 
will include the mark, and copy control information (CCI) bits for representing copying 
rules; comprising the steps of: determining if the RAM and CCI bits are present in the 
work, if the RAM is present and the CCI bits are present, then applying the copying 
rules represented by the CCI bits, and if the RAM is present but the CCI bits are not, 
then applying default copying rules. 

Ogino does not specifically teach that the CCI bits are being represented as 
CGMS-A information. 

However, also admitted by applicant in the specification (pg. 2, paragraph 5), it is 
well known for CCI bits to be represented as CGMS-A information (pg. 2, paragraph 5). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made to use, to represent CCI bits as CGMS-A information, 
in order to minimize signal processing. 



Application/Control Number: 10/773,949 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2621 

8. Consider claim 18. As admitted by applicant in the specification (pg. 2, paragraph 
5), it is well know to have a method for processing an analog video signal that 
represents a work for which rights information is asserted wherein the CCI bits are 
provided in the vertical blanking interval of the analog video signal. 

9. Consider claim 19. As admitted by applicant in the specification (abstract; pg. 6, 
paragraph 4), Broughton et al. teaches a method for processing an analog video signal 
that represents a work for which rights information is asserted wherein the RAM is 
represented by VEIL modulation of the video signal. 

10. Consider claim 37. As admitted by applicant in the specification (pg. 6, paragraph 
1), Ogino teaches the method wherein in the absence of said CCI bits, said device is 
operated in a mode in which said analog video signal cannot be recorded. 

1 1 . Claims 23, 25, and 29-36 are rejected for the same reasons as the 
corresponding claims above. 

12. Claims 26-28 are rejected under 35 ILS.C. .103(a) as being unpatentable Qver, p 
(Qfl to CVio m £fph«A\h MfrvrW friar An and -frrih*r 
ft &ftjl i oant'8 Adm i ttod Pr i or Art, Og i rto (UC Pat. No. 0,433,940^ in view of Harai (US Pat. 



No. 6,850,619). 

1 3. Consider claim 26. Applicant's admitted prior art discloses all the claimed 
limitations as stated above, except a method for asserting and identifying rights 
information in a work represented by an analog video signal further including the step of 
inserting in the signal secondary copy control information (SCCI) that conforms with the 




CCI bits. 
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However, Harai teaches inserting in the signal secondary copy control 
information that conforms with the CCI bits (abstract; fig. 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time the invention was made to use, to insert secondary copy control information 
that conforms with the CCI bits, in order to provide a more reliable copyright protection 
system. 

14. Consider claim 27. Applicant's admitted prior art discloses all the claimed 
limitations as stated above, except a method for asserting and identifying rights 
information in a work represented by an analog video signal wherein the SCCI bits are 
in the form of a watermark in the audio portion of the work. 

However, Harai teaches that the SCCI bits are in the form of a watermark in the 
audio portion of the work (abstract; col. 8, lines 50-52). 

15. Consider claim 28. Applicant's admitted prior art discloses all the claimed 
limitations as stated above, except a method for asserting and identifying rights 
information in a work represented by an analog video signal wherein the SCCI bits are 
in the form of a digital signature in the vertical blanking interval of the analog video 
signal, where the digital signature is a function of the CCI bits and selected pixels of the 
visible picture portion of the work. 

However, Harai teaches that the SCCI bits are in the form of a digital signature in 
the vertical blanking interval of the analog video signal, where the digital signature is a 
function of the CCI bits and selected pixels of the visible picture portion of the work 
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(inherent; since a watermark is a form of a digital signature, the SCCI bits (audio 
watermark) are in the form of a digital signature). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

16. Claims 1,4-11, and 13-16 are allowable over prior art. 

17. Claims 20-22 and 38 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mishawn Dunn 
March 28, 2006 




